Synopsis
Massacre of Armenians at the instigation of the Ottoman Turkish Sultanate of Abdul Hamid II took place between 1894 and 1896. The number of dead in what came to be known as the Great Massacre varies from 100,000 to 300,000. 

In 1909, there were another series of large scale massacres of the Armenians, this time at the instigation of the “Young Turks” who were positioning themselves to take power from the Sultan. In this round, an estimated 30,000 lost their lives.

The Armenian Genocide which took place from 1915 to1920 was masterminded by the Central Committee of the Young Turk Party, (Young Turks), also known as the Committee for Union and Progress (Ittihad ve Terakki Cemiyet [Ittihadists]), led by Talât Pasha, Enver Pasha and Jemal Pasha, who had effectively sidelined Sultan Abdul Hamid II. Their racist ideology was articulated by Zia Gökalp, Dr. Mehmed Nazim, and Dr. Behaeddin Shakir. An estimated one and a half million out of a total of two and half million Armenian citizens of Turkey were annihilated.

The massacres were directed by the Special Organization (Teshkilati Mahsusa) set up by the “Young Turks”. This quasi-military murder squad was set up for the specific purpose of liquidating Armenians and was made up of violent criminals released from prisons. Ottoman officials such as Celal, governor of Aleppo; Mazhar, governor of Ankara; and Reshid, governor of Kastamonu, who refused to take part in or order massacres were dismissed for not complying with the extermination campaign. Other Turkish citizens who protected Armenians were summarily killed. 

Armenian Genocide Time-line

1894 – 1896: The Great Massacres

The Great Massacres were the first near-genocidal series of atrocities committed against the Armenian population of the Ottoman Empire during the reign of Abdul Hamid II (1876-1909), the last of the Ottoman sultans to rule the Turkish state. The massacres broke out in the summer of 1894 in the region of Sasun in southern Armenia. The incident resulted in strong Armenian protests against the sultan's brutal policies and European interventions to quell further disturbances by persuading the Ottoman government to adopt reforms for the Armenian-populated provinces. 

In September 1895, a demonstration by Armenian activists in Istanbul was brutally suppressed by the police and resulted in the murder of a large number of demonstrators. Atrocities spread to the city of Trebizond on the Black Sea, and in a pattern indicating a premeditated plan, a series of massacres spread south through nearly every major Armenian-inhabited town of the empire. It culminated in the single worst atrocity of burning of the Armenian cathedral of Urfa, in which some 3,000 Armenians had taken refuge. 

In August 1896, in an attempt to draw world attention to their desperate situation, Armenians activists seized the European-owned Ottoman Bank. The government’s reaction was wholesale reprisal during which reportedly five to six thousand Armenians lost their lives in 3 days. 

Estimates of the dead during this period run from 100,000 to 300,000. Tens of thousands fled the country. Thousands of others were forcibly converted to Islam, and countless homes and businesses were plundered.
1909: The Adana Massacre

The Adana Massacre was the second series of large-scale massacres of Armenians to break out in the Ottoman Empire. The atrocities coincided with the counter-revolution staged by supporters of Sultan Abdul Hamid II who had been forced to restore the Ottoman Constitution as a result of the 1908 Young Turk Revolution led by the Ittihadists. The province of Adana was a prosperous region on the Mediterranean coast encompassing the old principality of Cilicia, once an independent Armenian state between the eleventh and fourteenth centuries. In the city of Adana 4,437 Armenian dwellings were torched, resulting in the razing of nearly half the town. The atrocities spread throughout the province where an estimated 30,000 Armenians were reported killed. 

1914 - 1920:  The Armenian Genocide

1914

February 21:
The Turkish government controlled by the Ittihad Committee announces the boycott of Armenian businesses throughout Turkey.

August 3:  The Turkish government sends sealed envelopes containing a general mobilization order to district and village councils.

August 18:  Looting is reported in Sivas, Diyarbekir, and other provinces, under the guise of collecting war contributions. Stores owned by Armenian and Greek merchants are vandalized. 1,080 shops owned by Armenians are burned in the city of Diyarbekir.

August 28:  Turkish troops are garrisoned in Armenian schools and churches in Sivas Province. 

September 11:
The Armenian National Assembly, composed of civil and religious representatives, meets in Istanbul and advises Armenians in the provinces to remain calm in the face of provocation.

September 27:
The Turkish government demands that Armenians in Zeitun turn in their weapons, including all types of knives.

September 30:
The Turkish government distributes arms to the Muslim residents of the town of Keghi in Erzerum Province on the excuse that the Armenians there were unreliable.

October 1: Nazaret Chavush, a prominent Armenian leader in Zeitun, is murdered on orders from Haidar Pasha, Governor of Marash.

October 10: Requisitions imposed on Armenian businesses  as 'war contribution' in every Province. In Zeitun, all the Armenian notables are called to a meeting. About three score attend and are immediately arrested.

October 17: Starvation and disease spread in Sivas Province because of the desperate conditions created by the 'war contributions' campaign conducted against the Armenians. Bands of Turks begin large scale murder, looting and pillaging. Leaders of the Armenian nationalist Dashnak party are arrested in Erzerum.

November 9:  Reports from the interior of Turkey reach the Armenian community in Istanbul about worsening conditions and continued persecution of Armenians. A Proclamation of Jihad, directed against England, France, and Russia, is issued in Constantinople legitimating the formation of the chete organizations.

November 13: The village of Otsni in Erzerum Province is attacked at night by Turkish forces. Many Armenians including the local priest are murdered and all houses looted.

November 19: Mass executions of Armenian soldiers in the Turkish army take place in various public squares.

November 20:  Orders are issued from Constantinople instructing the provincial administrators to oust all Armenian functionaries in the service of the Ottoman government.

November 20:  Armenian schools, churches and many private residences in Sivas Province are requisitioned by the Turkish army for use as barracks. All means of transport such as carts and horses of the Armenian villagers are also confiscated.

November 26-30:  Enver Pasha’s uncle, Halil Pasha, the military Governor of Istanbul, orders the organization of irregular bands called Special Organization (Teshkilati Mahsusa) by enrolling criminals released from prison. The War Ministry distributes explosives, rifles, and other equipment among them. The central command of the Special Organization sends instruction for supplying the chete bands with money, vehicles, and others equipment.

December 1:  The beginning of a series of murders to terrorize that the Armenian population.

December 2:  Turkish irregulars loot the properties of foreigners, mostly nationals of Allied nations.

December 6:  Armenians are forced into serving as porters for army supplies in Erzerum, Trebizond, and Sivas Provinces. Many perish from extreme cold, exhaustion, illness and starvation.

December 23: Foreign missionaries abandon their missions in the Turkish interior. Turkish forces overrun the missions and replace the crosses with crescents.

December 31: The Governor General of Sivas Province orders the murder of Sahag Odabashian, the newly installed Prelate of Erzinjan.

1915

January 8:  Turkish and Kurdish irregulars attack Armenian and Assyrian villages in northwest Persia. They remain around the cities of Tabriz and Urmia from January 8 until January 29, 1915. More than 18,000 Armenians, Assyrians and even Persian Muslims, flee to the Caucasus from the region.

February 2:  Talaat Pasha advises German Ambassador Count Hans von Wangenheim that the war is the only propitious moment to conclude the Armenian Question.

February 14:  Tahir Jevdet, the governor-general of Van Province, is reported saying that the government must finish off the Armenians in Van.

February 16:  The vice-governor of Mush orders 70 gendarmes to attack the village of Koms and to kill the Armenian Dashnak leader Rupen and all persons with him. Rupen and his companions resist and eventually escape to the Caucasus.

February 27:  In Sivas Province a general attack is reported on many Armenian villages accompanied by raping, looting, and an increasingly larger number of killings. Armenians are disarmed in many the villages of Kayseri Province including Chomaklu.

March 3:   A dispatch from the Ittihad Central Committee is released announcing the decision to exterminate the Armenians.

March 3:   In Van Province, regular gendarmes and irregulars attack many villages inhabited by Armenians and Assyrians.

March 7:  A search for weapons is conducted in Iskenderun and mass arrest of Armenians carried out.

March 12:  Mass arrests of Armenians are carried out in Dortyol and a public announcement is made that those arrested would be sent to work on road construction near Aleppo. They are never heard of again.

March 13:  A high level Commission of top Parliamentarians and member of the Central Committee of the Ittihad Party tours the Anatolia region. Addressing the Turkish population in mosques and other public places, they describe the Armenians as internal enemies who must be destroyed.

March 18:  In Zeitun, Armenians leaders and intellectuals who still remain are rounded up, tortured and killed.

March 20:  Omer Naji, an Ittihad propagandist, travels to Aleppo, Adana and nearby towns to arouse the Muslims.

March 23:  Irregulars and gendarmes attack Armenians in the towns of Bayburt (Papert) and Terchan in Erzerum Province, and in Bitlis.

March 26:  Sahag, Catholicos of Cilicia, renews his instruction to the Armenians of Zeitun not to resist. Thirty more Armenian community leaders are arrested in Zeitun.

March 28:  Hamid, the governor-general of Diyarbekir Province, is removed for opposing the order of massacre, and is replaced by Dr. Reshid.

March 28:  Mass beatings and tortures are inflicted on the Armenians of Chomaklu.

March 31:  Mass deportation of Armenians from Zeitun begins. Some of the inhabitants are sent to the Konia Desert in central Anatolia. The rest are sent to Deir el-Zor in Syria.

Azadamart, the leading Armenian newspaper in Istanbul is closed by order of the the Police Commissioner Osman Bedri. The printing presses are removed to the Ittihad Press.

April 1:  Mass arrest of Armenian political leaders is carried out in Sivas, Bitlis, Erzerum and other provinces.

April 2:  In Sivas Province, Gendarms and irregulars begin regular attacks on Armenian villages.

April 3:  Mass arrests are carried out in Marash and Hadjin, with the seizure of all arms, including household knives. Numerous rapes during the house searches are reported.

April 8:  The famous monastery of Zeitun is burned down.

April 11:  Talaat assures the Armenian parliamentary deputy Bedros Halajian that there will be no massacres.

April 14: The Governor General of Van, Tahir Jevdet invites the Armenian parliamentary deputies from Van and the Dashnak leader Ishkhan to attend a conference.

April 15:  Armenian refugees from villages surrounding the city of Van report that 80 villages in Van Province had been destroyed and 24,000 Armenians had been killed in three days.

April 17:  Friendly Kurds report the assassination of Armenian leaders Vramian and Ishkhan in the village of Hirj on orders of Governor-general Tahir Jevdet.

The Armenians organize defense of the City of Van against sudden attack by Turkish forces. They hold out until advance units of the Russian Army consisting of Armenian volunteers arrive to their rescue on May 23, 1915.

April 18-30: 32,000 more Armenians are slain in the villages of Van Province.

April 20:  Deportation of the 25,000 Armenians of Zeitun is completed.

Twenty Armenian Social Democratic Hnchak Party members are court martialed in the Central Prison in Istanbul. They are hanged publicly on June 2, 1915.

April 20:  250 Armenian intellectuals and community leaders are arrested in Istanbul and sent to Chankri and Ayash, where they are later killed.

April 20:  The editors and staff of Azadamart, the leading Armenian newspaper of Istanbul are arrested, deported and imprisoned in Diyarbekirare, and killed on June 15.

April 26:  Three Armenians are hanged publicly in Mush without trial.

April 29:  The disarming of Armenians in Istanbul begins and is carried out in many stages.

April 30:  The Vice Governor of Erzinjan begins the persecution of the Armenians with the arrest of many intellectuals.

May 3:  Start of deportations from the villages of Erzerum Province.

May 4:  Mass arrests of Armenian leaders in Aintab begin.

200 Armenians arrested in Erzerum. Arrests start in Kharput.

May 6:  The New York Times reports that the Young Turks had adopted a policy to annihilate the Armenians.

950 prominent Armenians are arrested in Diyarbekir. Armenian refugees from Zeitun found in Marash, who had previously been spared deportation, are removed to the Syrian Desert.

May 14:  38 Armenian community leaders are arrested in the town of Chomaklu in Kayseri Province and shortly thereafter executed.

May 15:  The Armenian community leaders in the town of Bayburt are arrested and subsequently killed in Urbajioghli-Dere. Armenians are deported from the northern villages of Erzerum Province.

May 19:  Armenians in the Khnus region of Erzerum Province are massacred.

May 21:  Regular Russian Army forces arrive in Van. They begin the cremation of the dead in the city and in the villages of the province. 55,000 dead are identified as Armenians.

May 24:  A note is sent by the Allied Powers to the Turkish Cabinet holding it responsible for the massacres of the Armenians.

May 25:  Armenian parliamentary deputies Zohrab and Vartkes are arrested in Istanbul and later murdered while in custody in Kara-Kopru.

May 27:  The Temporary Law of Deportation was initiated after months of depopulation of the Armenian settlements.

300 Armenians arrested on May 10 in Diyarbekir are murdered while in custody.

May 29:  630 Armenians arrested on May 10 in Diyarbekir are murdered in the village of Bisheri while in custody, their bodies thrown in the Tigris River.

June 7:  The first convoy of Armenian deportees leaves Erzinjan toward Kemakh on their way to the Syrian Desert.

The Armenian Prelate Vaghinag Vartabed of Shabin-Karahisar is assassinated.

The Armenians arrested in Sivas on April 1 and transported to Angora Province are murdered in the woods of Meshedler-Yeri.

June 8:  The second convoy of deportees from Erzinjan leaves for the Syrian Desert.

June 9:  The third convoy of deportees from Erzinjan leaves for the Syrian Desert.

Three Armenian medical officers, Dr. Hairanian, Dr. Baghdasar Vartanian, and Dr. Maksud, serving in the Turkish Army are murdered in the city of Sivas.

June 10-13:  Over a period of four days the Armenians deported from the towns and villages of Erzerum Province are slaughtered in a major massacre at Kemakh. 25,000 Armenians loose their lives. The 86th Cavalry Brigade with its officers and the 2nd Reserve Cavalry Division of the Turkish Army participate in the slaughter.

June 13:  The War Ministry orders the seizure of all the domestic animals of the Armenians.

The War Ministry notifies those Armenians issued exemptions from deportation that the exemptions are temporary.

June 14:  Subhi Bey, the assistant to the Undersecretary of the Interior Ministry asks for a list of Armenians working in the shipyards, docks, and arsenals of the Ministry of the Marine.

The third convoy of Armenian deportees from the town of Bayburt departs.

300 Armenian community leaders are arrested in Shabin-Karahisar.

June 15:  Twenty members of Armenian Social Democratic Hnchak Party are publicly hanged in Istanbul. Twelve Armenian community leaders are publicly hanged in Sivas.

June 16:  3,500 Armenian men are seized in a mass arrest in Sivas Province.

June 17:  1,213 Armenian men are arrested in Marsovan. 8,500 Armenians withdraw into the ruined castle of Shabin-Karahisar to defend themselves against the Turks.

June 21:  The governor-general of Aleppo, Jelal Bey, resigns in protest against the deportation order and the massacres.

June 23:  The Interior Ministry advises taking the precaution of separating the convoys of Armenian deportees by a distance of five hours.

Mass arrest of 1,500 men in Sivas Province.

First large-scale massacre of Armenian men is carried out in the town of Kharput.

Wholesale arrests are made in Bitlis of the scattered remnant Armenians who had escaped the previous series of massacres.

Massacres of Armenian Christians, Maronites, Nestorians, Europeans, Catholics, and other non-Muslim people in the city of Mardin is carried out under direct orders of Dr. Reshid, the Governor General of Diyarbekir Province.

The Armenian leaders of Trebizond are sent by boat toward Samsun. On the way they are are thrown overboard, their hands bound bound together.

June 25:  The massacre at Bitlis is carried out under the direct orders of Mustafa Abdulhalik Renda.

A government decree instructs the 30,000 Armenians in Trebizond to leave the city within 5 days.

June 26:  An decree issued in Erzerum orders all Armenians to leave for Syria.

In Samsun Armenians are ordered to leave within 15 days.

The remaining Armenian men in Sivas are arrested.

June 29:  Vartkes and Zohrab, two Armenian deputies in the Ottoman Parliament arrested and deported from Istanbul arrive in Aleppo.

June 30:  3,000 Armenians from the city of Erzerum are murdered while being deported.

6,000 Armenians from Zeitun arrive in the Konia Desert.

July 1:  2,000 Armenian forced laborers in the Turkish Army are massacred near the city of Kharput.

The first convoy of deportees leaves the seaport of Trebizond for the south.

48,000 persons are deported from Sivas on the pretext of resettlement.

July 2: Bands of Irregulars (Chetes) operating out of the mountains around Erzinjan begin daily raids against the southward bound convoys of Armenian deportees.

The deportation decree is issued in the city of Mush.

July 5: The first convoy of deportees leaves the city of Sivas. Every day for 16 days an average of 400 families leave, the overwhelming majority being slain on route to the Syrian Desert. The last convoy departs from the city on July 20.

July 10:  2,700 persons are killed in a second massacre in Mardin.

July 11:  The beginning of a four-day massacre in Mush.

July 12:  Instructions are issued to distribute Armenian orphans to Turkish homes.

July 14:  Commander of Aleppo's Fourth Army Corps, protests to the Governor Ggeneral of Diyarbekir Province about the dumping of dead bodies in the Euphrates River. From June 22 to July 17, a period of 25 days, a steady stream of bodies of massacred Armenians floats down the Euphrates River.

July 18:  In the region of Dersim, 3,000 Armenians are killed by the Turks. Almost all of the large Kurdish population of Dersim refuses to participate in the massacres and even shelters many Armenians.

July 21:  First day of the Turkish attack on Musa Dagh.

July 24:  Talaat Pasha sends instructions to Urfa, Der-el-Zor (Deir el-Zor), and Diyarbekir to bury the bodies of those fallen by the roadside and not throw them in ditches, lakes, or rivers.

July 25:  Governor General of Kastamonu Province receives instructions to begin the deportation of the Armenians there.

July 26:  Talaat informs the Ittihad party organization in Malatia that half of the loot confiscated from Armenians will be assigned to the Central Committee of Ittihad, and the other half will be distributed to Chetes.

July 27:  Governor-general Reshid Pasha reports to the Interior Ministry that the deportation of the Armenians from Kastamonu Province is completed.

The vice-governor of Yozgat District, in Angora Province, reports to the Interior Ministry that 68,000 Armenians had been slain in the district.

July 27:  Sabit, the Governor General of Kharput Province, informs the Interior Ministry that due to the large numbers of bodies of women and children strewn along the roads, his men cannot keep up with the burial.

July 28:  The governor-general of Erzerum Province reports of widespread looting and rape.

The deportation of the Armenians of the town of Aintab begins.

The deportation of the Armenians of the town of Kilis begins.

The deportation of the Armenians of the town of Adiaman begins.

July 30:  A mass arrest of Armenians in the city of Angora is carried out. Those arrested are slain the next day at a place six hours distance from the city of Angora.

July 31:  The mass murder of Armenian community leaders of Istanbul imprisoned in Ayash and Chankri. They are killed along with the Armenians of Angora arrested the day before.

August 1:  The deportation of 25,000 Armenians from Adabazar, near Istanbul, begins.

20,000 deportees arrive in Aleppo.

Mass torture inflicted on 500 Armenians in the prisons of Adabazar.

August 2: U. S. Ambassador Henry Morgenthau reported that on this day Talaat told him that the Ittihad Committee had carefully considered in all its details the matter of crushing the Armenians, and that the policy which was being pursued was that which had been officially adopted. He also told Morgenthau that the deportations were not the result of hasty decisions but of careful and prolonged deliberation. Talaat also indicated that three quarters of the Armenians had already been disposed of, and none were left in Bitlis, Van, and Erzerum.

For six nights Armenian prisoners held in Gok-Medrese in Sivas were massacred.

August 3:  150,000 deportees arrive in Aleppo from various unspecified places.

4,500 Armenian deportees from Seghert and 2,000 deportees from Mezre arrive near Aleppo.

15,000 Armenians arrive in Deir el-Zor.

In response to unofficial German protests about large-scale murders, rapes, and tortures inflicted on the Armenian deportees on the highways, which was creating a bad impression on the Americans, a circular telegram is sent advising against attacking and raping Armenians on the highways.

Officials are instructed not to appropriate the 'abandoned goods' of the Armenians for personal use.

60,000 Armenian deportees from unspecified places arrive near Aleppo.

August 4:  Talaat sends a circular telegram to all governors and officials expecting accountability for the 'abandoned goods.'

August 6:  Eighteen Armenians are publicly hanged in the town of Everek near Kayseri.

August 7:  The Armenians of Mersin are deported.

The listing of all real estate seized from the Armenians is requested by the Interior Ministry.

August 10:  All the Armenians of Chorum are deported via Boghazli and Bozanti to the Syrian Desert.

August 11:  Armenian women married to Turks are deprived of the right of inheritance.

The last of 84 Armenian intellectuals in Ayash prison was killed. The longest-held was for 105 days.

Armenian intellectuals imprisoned in Sifahdiye Medrese in Sivas, are taken out of the city and slain. There were 36 extermination centers in the area of Sivas. A total of 5,000 Armenian intellectuals imprisoned in the Gok Medrese and the Sifahdiye Medrese were taken to these 36 execution centers and slain.

August 12:  Enver reports that to date 200,000 Armenians had been slain.

In Aleppo Province 200,000 Armenian deportees are reported in transit to the desert.

Boghos Nubar, a leading Armenian from Egypt, who had never been in Turkey, but who had been instrumental in Paris in pressing Turkey to introduce reforms in the Armenian provinces, was tried in absentia by a Turkish court martial and sentenced to death for treason.

August 13:  Deportation of the Armenians of Izmit, Bardizag, Bursa, and Adabazar begins.

August 16:  50,000 deportees are observed on the road from Bozanti to Aleppo.

August 16:  The New York Times reports of a plan for the destruction of the whole Armenian nation.

August 16:  250 Armenians are killed in the city of Urfa.

Lord Bryce reports that 500,000 Armenians had been murdered in Turkey.

August 21:  A general order is issued for the liquidation of the closed commercial stores of the Armenians.

August 23:  The second massacre of Armenians in Urfa starts.

August 26:  Daniel Varoujan the poet together with the physician Rupen Sevak, and others, are murdered at the Ayash prison.

60,000 deported Armenians in the Aleppo area are ordered to leave for Hawran, an Arab district in northern Trans-Jordan.

The Armenian Catholics in Angora are arrested.

August 28:  The students of the Sanasarian Academy in the city of Sivas are murdered in the town of Gemerak some thirty miles southwest of Sivas.

August 31:  Talaat tells the new German ambassador, Prince Ernst Hohenlohe-Langenburg, that the Armenian Question no longer exists.

September 2:  4750 Armenians are murdered in Jezire.

September 3:  10000 deportees from Bursa and Izmit arrive in Konya.

15000 Armenian deportees are reported at Eskishehir, 5000 at Alayund, and 2000 at Chai.

September 6:  In Merzifon of the 62 Armenian girls who had been saved by American missionaries only 21 remained.

September 7:  Massacres of Armenians are carried out in Yozgat District.

The second Liquidation Commission in Kayseri is organized.

September 14:  The New York Times reports the murder of 350,000 Armenians.

September 15:  In a circular Talaat explains that the real intention of sending the Armenians to Deir el-Zor Desert is to annihilate them.

September 18:  In Aleppo, Nuri and Ali Bey discuss the future massacre of the Armenian remnants in the Syrian Desert at Deir el-Zor.

September 21:  A circular authorizes the seizure of all Armenian schools and places them under the control of local education committees.

September 23:  300 Armenians are killed in a massacre at Urfa.

11,000 Armenian deportees from 26 different villages are observed at Afiyon-Karahisar.

September 24:  The Vice Governor of Bolu reports that the Armenians of Bolu are about to be deported.

September 26:  The Ottoman Senate ratifies the Law on Abandoned Goods, legalizing ex post facto  the looting and confiscation of Armenian property by the government.

September 28:  The Interior Ministry orders the deportation of all Armenian women, children, and the sick.

A circular advises that all Armenian all property belongs to the Turkish government.

The governor-general of Diyarbekir Province, Dr. Reshid, reports to the Interior Ministry that more than 120000 Armenians have been deported from Diyarbekir Province.

September 28:  10000 Armenian deportees are at Afiyon-Karahisar, 50000 at Konya, 10000 Intili, and 150000 at Katma by this date.

September 30:  Todate, 250000 people have been deported from Yalova, Angora, and Kastamoni.

October 1:  The Governor General of Sivas Province travels to Amasia to inspect the progress of the massacres in preparation for Talaat's inspection trip.

600 Armenian orphan boys are Turkified in Herek.

October 7:   It is estimated that by this date the number of deported Armenians still alive to be 360000 and the number who have perished 800000.

October 8:   Talaat requests from provincial officials documents proving Armenian 'treason' against Turkey to justify the massacres.

October 10:  45 Armenians are arrested in Adrianople (Edirne), and 1,600 Armenians are deported.

October 12:  Orders are issued forbidding marriage with Armenian women.

October 15:  16000 Armenian deportees have reached Afiyon-Karahisar and 80000 Konya.

October 16:  Immunity from prosecution is guaranteed to those carrying out the massacres Deir el-Zor.

16000 Armenian deportees from Bursa and Izmit leave Afiyon-Karahisar for Konya.

20000 Armenian deportees are murdered in and around the city of Urfa.

October 28:  20000 Armenian deportees are reported in Konya.

Numerous Armenian families are deported from Edirne at midnight without notice.

Talaat orders 80000 Armenian deported to Konya to leave for Bozanti on their way to their 'final destination’.

November 3:  Doctor Schacht, a German army physician, stationed near the village of Deir el-Zor village, reports counting 7000 severed heads in Sabgha District near the Euphrates River.

November 4:  The German consul in Mosul reports that Halil Pasha's soldiers had massacred the Armenians north of Mosul and were preparing to massacre the Armenians in the city of Mosul.

November 5:  10000 deportees are reported in Bozanti, 20000 in Tarsus, 40000 in Islahiye, and 50000 in Katma. 150000 Armenian deportees are reported scattered between Adana and Aleppo crossing the Amanos Range.

November 8:  The Turkish authorities to deport the 200,000 Armenians of Istanbul.

November 11:  Jemal Pasha, Commander of Syria, seeks to court martial the dean of the Realschule in Aleppo and other Germans who helped publicize the Armenian events in Cilicia.

November 13:  20000 deportees are reported in Hawran District of Trans-Jordan. By November 15, 1918, only 450 of this group were reported alive. 10000 deportees were reported in Intili and 150000 were reported in Katma, mostly sick and starving.

November 14:  The Anglican and the Orthodox Churches ask U.S. President Woodrow Wilson to pressure the German government to intervene with the Turkish government to stop the massacre of the Armenians.

November 16:  Bakche District is reportedly littered with the corpses of thousands of Armenians who had starved to death while being deported.

November 25:  500000 deportees are estimated to have passed through Bozanti, northwest of Adana.

November 26:  1010 are deported from the village of Mamura in Adana District.

December 1:  The fields around the village of Mamura are reported littered with several thousand corpses of starved or murdered deportees.

December 4:  10000 bachelors are deported from the city of Istanbul. A list of 70000 others to be deported is prepared.

December 6:  A circular instructs that no Armenian is to be left alive in the eastern provinces.

December 9:  400 Armenian orphans previously placed in an orphanage are deported from Aleppo.

December 12:  180000 Armenian refugees from Turkey reach Tbilisi in dire condition.

December 14:  Orders are issued for the killing of Armenian priests.

December 15:  A circular telegram clarifies that the purpose of the deportations is annihilation.

December 16:  Instructions are issued advising against slowing the deportations and urging the dispatch of the deportees to the desert.

December 25:  Orders are issued for the deportation of all children except those who did not remember their parents.

December 29:  Of the estimated 210000 refugees who had reached the Caucasus, only 173000 are reported still living. Of the remaining 173000, 105000 were from Van Province, 48000 from Bayazit District and 20038 from Mush District.

1916

January 1:  The deportees concentrated in Suruj District are sent out toward Deir el-Zor under very severe winter conditions, without food, shelter or suitable clothing.

January 8:  All Armenian railroad construction workers are ordered deported.

January 17:  The governor-general of Aleppo is instructed to send the Armenians deported from the northern provinces directly to their final destinations.

January 23:  The governor-general of Aleppo informs Talaat that only 10% of the Armenian deportees remain alive, and that measures are being taken to dispose of them also.

January 24:  Over the 47 days period, of 486000 deportees, 364500 are reported to have been killed or to have died because of the hardships of the deportations.

The War Ministry orders all Armenian soldiers remaining alive in the Turkish armies to be converted to Islam and to be circumcised.

The Governor General of Aleppo orders the Vice-Governor of Aintab to deport the remaining Armenian women in Aintab.

January 28:  A circular telegram orders the destruction of orphans.

January 29:  50000 deportees are reported still concentrated at Intili.

The Interior Ministry provisionally exempts from deportation Armenians needed for the running of the railways. Their families and children, however, are ordered to be deported to the desert.

The men are to be deported as soon as construction work is completed.

January 31:  According to Lord Bryce, 486000 Armenians deportees were still living: 100000 between Damascus and Maan, 12000 at Hama, 20000 at Homs, 7000 at Aleppo, 4000 at Maara, 8000 at Bab, 5000 at Munbuj, 20000 at Ras ul-Ain, 10000 at Rakka and 300000 at Zor.

The vice-governor of Aintab District informs the governor-general of Aleppo Province that the Armenian women and children have been handed over to Kurds.

February 3:  Over a period of two and a half days, 1029 deportees die of the rigors of the deportations in the town of Bab, northeast of Aleppo.

February 10:  50,000 Armenians are reported murdered at Intili.

February 14:  50,000 deportees are reported at Ras-ul-Ain.

March 1:  The second deportation of the Armenians of Edirne begi:  ns.

March 20:  Update from Aleppo: 30000 dead in Ras-el-Ain, 35000 in Bab and Meskene, 10000 in Karlik, and 20000 in Dipsi, Abu Herir  and Hama—in the past week from various causes.

April 6:  14000 Armenians massacred in Ras-el-Ain, 24000 deportees reported still living in Ras-el-Ain.

April 14:  Todate, some 70000 Armenians have been reported massacred at Ras-el-Ain

April 16:  A report in the New York Times quoting German Catholics places the number of massacred Armenians at 1,000,000.

April 16:  50 to 100 Armenian deportees are reported to be dying of starvation every day in Meskene, Abu Herir, Sabkha and Hammam.

May 24:  The New York Times reports 80000 Armenians dead of starvation around Damascus.

July 5:  Over a period of 21 days, 7000 Armenian troops imprisoned in Sivas are massacred.

August 1:  The Turkish Interior Ministry abolishes the Armenian Patriarchate and the legal rights of the Armenian community.

August 14:  By this date, 200000 deportees have been reported killed in Zor District, near Suwar (Suvar), Marat, and Elbusayra.

September 7:  60000 more deportees are reported massacred in the Deir el-Zor area.

October 4:  Wilhelm Radowitz reports to the German Chancellor that of the two million Armenians in Turkey, one and half million had been deported, and of these 1,175,000 are dead.

October 5:  The Turkish government confiscates all the real estate of the Armenians.

1917

March 26:  An eye witness to the deportations and atrocities, Ernest Cristoffel, a German missionary, estimates the murdered at 1,000,000.

April 1:  12,000 Armenian deportees are murdered in Buseira.

April 14:  The Turkish government orders all surviving Armenians in Urfa District to be Turkified.

1918

March 3:  The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk is signed by Russia, Turkey, and Germany. Talaat declares that he will grant amnesty to the Armenians.

March 12:  Enver orders the killing of all civilian Armenians over five years of age and remaining Armenians in the Turkish military within 48 hours. The Germans attempt to stop the Turks from committing this massacre.

June 24:  2,000 remaining Armenians are massacred in Kara-Kilise.

September 15:  Turkish military forces under the command of Nuri Pasha and Halil Pasha massacre 30000 Armenian civilians in the city of Baku.

October 26:  Allied forces occupy the city of Aleppo. 125,000 surviving deportees are rescued from the desert.

November 2:  Talaat, Enver, Jemal, the triumvirate ruling Turkey flee on a German freighter.

1919

February 6:  Dr. Reshid, former Governor General of Diyarbekir Province and a major war criminal, commits suicide.

April 12:  Kemal Bey who ordered the Yozgat massacres is sentenced to death by a Turkish military tribunal and is publicly hanged.

June 10:  Talaat, Enver, Jemal, and Dr. Nazim, charged with war crimes by the Turkish court martial are condemned to death in absentia.

1920

January 19:  Behaeddin Shakir is tried in absentia and is sentenced to death while Dr Nazim is sentenced to fifteen years hard labor.

February 5: 10,000 Armenians are massacred in Marash.

August 5:  Nusret, the Vice Governor of Bayburt District, is condemned to death by the court martial.

1921 – 1923: The Aftermath

1921

January 18:  The Ottoman government abolishes the courts martial.

March 15:  Talaat who had been sentenced to death by a Turkish court martial is assassinated in Berlin by an Armenian student, Soghomon Tehlirian.

1922

July 25:  Jemal Pasha, the former Minister of the Marine and the Fifth Army commander in Syria, is assassinated in Tbilisi.

September 9:  The advance guard of the Turkish Army enters Smyrna and pillages Armenian and Greek homes and stores. Armenians and Greeks are killed in the thousands. Religious institutions, including the Armenian Prelacy in Smyrna, are ransacked.

September 13:  The burning of Smyrna by the Turkish Army. Within 24 hours, 50,000 houses, 24 churches, 28 schools, 5 consulates, 7 clubs, 5 banks, and an unknown number of stores and warehouses are destroyed.

1923

July 24:  Treaty of Lausanne signed by Turkey and the Allies excludes all mention of Armenians. The new Turkish Nationalist state is extended international recognition. The Ottoman Empire goes out of existence.

August 22:  A week before the invasion of Poland, while addressing some military commanders at Obersalzburg, Adolph Hitler speaks of his orders "to kill without pity or mercy all men, women, and children of Polish race or language," and concludes his remarks by saying: "who still talks today of the extermination of he Armenians?”

