Poetry/Writing Workshop -- Notes—August, 2004
INTRODUCTON

1. What we will cover tonight:

· How and why poetry & lyrics can be an effective means of teaching writing & reading

· Some simple forms of poetry to use to get started

· Using musical lyrics as a bridge between everyday experiences and improved writing skills

2. Why use poetry to teach literacy skills to adult learners?

· One goal of adult literacy programs is introduce new readers to the ways that written language can enrich their lives.

· Through poetry, everyday experiences can be seen in a fresh manner.

· Learners can be encouraged to describe their own experience using poetic forms.

· The poetry of musical lyrics is everywhere in our lives and often resonates with our learners even more than traditional poetic forms.

· The patterns found in poetry—rhyme, rhythm, form-- can help learners ease into writing by giving them structure

· Studying these patterns can reinforce skills already being worked on in tutoring: spelling, phonics, and vocabulary.

Ask tutors if anyone has had experience using poetry with their learners.

3. What makes something poetic? A question often asked.

(ask tutors in class for their ideas)

· Form

· Stanzas

· Imagery

· Rhythm

· Rhyme (sometimes)

Another question often asked: Does poetry have to rhyme?

· Quick answer—NO

· Can be various kinds of rhyme, rhythm and plays with the sound of the language.  In fact you can learn a lot about the sounds of the language & how to spell those sounds by studying poetry.  

FORM POETRY

1. Alphabet Poems; a simple pattern that can be a fun way of expressing one’s feelings—for example using the first letters of a name as a starting point.

Reader of novels

A lover of music
Newcomer to S.F.

Daily commuter
Young at heart

This can be a fun way of encouraging the learner to express his/her thought about others—like their tutor!

2. List Poems tend to be easier to write since a specific letter does not dictate the first word.  They can be about almost 

Anything.  Basically you start by naming a subject then brainstorming words that describe that subject—much like a mind map exercise.

Coyotes

Hounded, trapped, tortured, and killed

Desert dwellers and scavengers

Surviving across the land

Singers in the night

Tutors practice writing an alphabet or list poem (10 min) & share.

3. Cinquain Poems:  a five line poem that can be written 

about almost anything.  

It follows a very simple patter:

Line 1 – one word title, or name of the subject (noun)

Line 2 – two words describing the subject (adjectives)

Line 3 – three words describing the action of the subject (verbs)

Line 4 – a sentence expressing the feeling you have about the 

subject

Line 5 - one word repeats or renames the subject in line 1

ASK TUTORS THE PARTS OF SPEECH FOR EACH LINE

Sandy


dedicated, loving


dancing, leaping, licking


growing old playfully

Canine

· Cinquains can be a great reinforcement for teaching the parts of a sentence—verbs, adjectives, nouns, etc.

· You can use words already studied in your tutoring sessions—from flash cards, student word bank, vocabulary lists, whatever.  Might be best to first divide these words into nouns, adjectives, and verbs.

· Once again the structure can make it easier for the learner who is attempting to express feelings for the first time in writing.

Tutors practice writing a Cinquain and share. (10 min)

4. Haiku: a two to four line poem that tries to capture a 

instant in time, a moment of insight.

· Recommended that Haiku not be taught in the strict

5 –7 – 5-syllable format that you might remember from school—can force undue attention to form rather that 

encouraging free expression, and frustrating for adults 

who may be beginning readers and writers.  Spending time reading Haiku by Japanese masters will make the form easier to understand and imitate.

Examples:

Untitled

by Issa

                            Grasshopper,

Do not trample to pieces

The pearls of bright dew

_____________________________

Splinter

by Carl Sandburg

The voice of the last cricket

                         Across the first frost

                         Is one kind of good-by

      It is so thin a splinter of singing

5. Lyric Poetry:  is what most people think of when they hear the 

Word “poetry”--typically a very personal form of poetry expressing emotions and insights.  It can be rhymed or unrhymed and usually fairly short, one page or two.

These characteristics make lyric poetry very useful for adult literacy instruction—in many ways the easiest poetry for adult students to write.  It can express any feeling or mood, can be written in open “free verse” style and it can be short.

One of the best ways to make the learner comfortable working with poetry is to simply begin reading poetry – looking at the ways poets use language and discussing it.

Example:  Nothing Gold Can Stay—Frost

Pg. 49 of 101 Great American Poems

Ask class to read poem silently.

Discuss the themes contained in Frost’s poem.

Look at the sounds of the poem.

· Repetition of sounds creates the “music” of the poem

· Look at the rhymes Frost uses:


Gold/hold, flour/hour, leaf/grief, day/stay


What can we learn about the English language by


 examining Frost’s rhyming pattern?

*A contextual means of teaching phonics & spelling!

Similarly, look at The Tropics In New York by Claud Mckay (pg. 71)

Writing Lyric Poetry:

After spending some time reading poetry, your learner may feel the urge to try it for him/herself.

· Start by discussing an existing poem that elicited strong feelings from your learner.  For example,

I, Too by Langston Hughes  (pg. 76)

· Discuss the theme of this poem with class.

· Following a similar discussion with a learner, you can encourage him/her to write their own feelings about the topic.  For beginning learners, you might even start with a little mind mapping to generate a list of words.

· Then, they can practice getting the poem on paper and rereading to see if the words contribute to the emotion they want to express.

Remember: spelling is the least important component of writing.  The initial challenge for most learners is just feeling comfortable expressing their thoughts.  Recall the Credit Card technique discussed in tutor training.  You do not have to be a good speller to write a first or second draft of something.  Spelling only becomes important when you want to impress someone else.  

MUSIC AS NARRATIVE POETRY

1. Background

· Most people listen to, or hear, music as part of their daily lives

· Musical lyrics are by far the most often heard form of poetry in our society.

2. What elements of poetry are found in music?

· rhyme

· rhythm

· images

· emotional content

3. Brainstorm w/ class   (on flipchart)

· What kinds of music do you listen to regularly?

· Where do you listen?

· What makes the music appealing?

EXPLAIN MODEL THAT WILL BE USED

    4.  Play recording – “This Land…”   (w/ lyric handout)

· Ask if it is familiar (?)

· Ask class to pair up and discuss the reasons why the composer may have written this piece—what feelings was he trying to share?   REPORT BACK (list on flipchart)

· What makes the song poetic?

(rhyme, rhythm, repetition, imagery?)

4. As a class, groups, brainstorm other topics for folk songs 

· Select one topic and generate ideas for lyrics, rhymes, etc.

                     (may use same pattern or choose another familiar song)

· Don’t worry about spelling, punctuation or capitalization

(mention the long tradition of borrowing melodies in folk music)

· Sing the song amongst yourselves

· Ask the students to prepare a final version

· Final step— share their creations!

5. Extending the lesson

· Bring in books related to artist or subject

(i.e. Woody Guthrie, Folk Music, the Dust Bowl)

· Find related recordings

(Leadbelly, Bob Dylan, Arlo Guthrie) 

6. Summing Up

· This exercise fosters literacy development by the reading and writing of familiar and predictable poetic forms emphasizing rhyme, rhythm, repetition and story

· Composition and performance of songs encourages literacy as a fun and communal experience

· Emphasizes a type of “INTELLIGENCE” not often tapped in most instructional settings

Songs Inspired By Literature

· Discuss background of project

· Discuss Deborah’s idea of on-going SIBL Song Bank for instructional use.

· Pass out lyric sheets & listen to Einsteins Brain 
· Ask tutors how these lyrics might be used, using methods discussed tonight?

· Discuss other ways to use SIBL’s in tutoring sessions

