My Favorite Things, Mary Miller

I have been doing this 'thing' for awhile......and I think it works well.
 
I start my training with the usual - overview, what is a tutor, etc. but when I get ready to start the core of the training which comes right after Learning styles (so the tutors are aware of multi-sensory teaching) I do the following:
 
I bring out "If You Give a Mouse a Cookie" by Laura Numeroff. I set the book in front of me but I tell the story by using props that I pass around the room, starting with a mouse ( I have the cutest stuffed mouse!) and then a cookie I've made out of construction paper (all other props except tape, crayons and pen are made of paper or cardboard) and then in order, milk, straw, napkin, mirror, broom, mop, bucket, box to sleep in with some tissue to soften it, a book I title (NEVER GIVE A MOUSE A COOKIE), some construction paper and crayons, pen and scotch tape. 
 
After all the props are back in my prop box, we talk about the story and I ask them to recall what they touched. It reinforces the multi-sensory approach. I tell them  about Language Experience and how they can use this approach with any learner. You do this together. 
 
Now I divide the tutors into groups of 2 or 3 and hand out 5 props to each group. I use kids' stuff as well as adult (play money, compass, fake spider, a tiny girl ballerina, action figures, a US ARMY patch, a shoehorn, a fork, the idea here is to use varied items)
I instruct each group that they have 10 or 15 minutes to create a story using the props I've given them. One person is to write the story and the other ones are to show us the props that were given to them. They share their stories with the whole group and when they're done, I collect my props and introduce language Experience by using one of the stories that we just heard.  (Some day I'll tell you the stories that were created at the women's prison in Chino!! - WOW).
This way I can introduce sharing a story with a learner and using props as an ice breaker to get those creative juices flowing.
I teach phonics, sight words, context and word patterns as taught in Tutor VII. 
However, here in Glendale, my students are mostly advanced and from other countries so I tailor this segment so that tutors understand how many ways this can be used.
 
I've never had a bad experience with this segment.
 
This is also how I introduce Family Literacy when I do those trainings.
 
So that's my 'thing'. I must give credit for this whole idea to a former colleague in Kansas, Gina Moore who helped me create this way too many years ago to mention! If you have any questions, please let me know!

Mary 

